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Women’s Outreach:
Walking with Purpose is on track to finish March 28th for the morning session and April 4th for the evening session (because of a prior weather cancellation).
Men’s Outreach:
That Man is You continues.
Rebuilt:  
This effort is focused on discerning and recommending ways St. Michael can continue maturing as the Body of Christ in living out the Mission given to her by Christ.  
With the approval and cooperation of Fr. Mike and Deacon Cliff, and in coordination with Fr. Paul’s Lenten Mission, a message series will be presented during Lent using the Lenten retreat’s them “Dispel the Darkness, Be My Light.”  Each homilist will preach in their own way but orient their message towards this theme.  There will also be testimonies from 3 parishioners during specific Masses during Lent of how God helped them through difficult times to dispel the darkness.
To help our parishioners with this theme, postcards, created and printed by Ashley, will have this same theme.  These postcards will be in the pews during Lent and will progress each week from dark to light. The cards will have the Scriptures for each Sunday and provide 3 questions for each person to ponder.  The parishioners will be encouraged to answer the questions, take notes, take the cards home and consider how God is asking them to become the light wherever they are.  Each week builds upon the next.  See the lector announcement below:
Lector Announcements:
First Sunday of Lent
Beginning this weekend, and each weekend throughout Lent, you will find post cards in the pews reflecting our Lenten theme of Dispel the Darkness, Be My Light. These cards will be updated each week and include the readings for that Sunday. We want you to take what you heard today and carry it with you throughout your week.  Please feel free to take notes on the cards and bring them home with you.
For Each Weekend After the First Sunday of Lent
Each weekend throughout Lent, you will find post cards in the pews reflecting our Lenten theme of Dispel the Darkness, Be My Light. We want you to take what you heard today and carry it with you throughout your week. Please feel free to take notes on the cards and bring them home with you. These cards will change each week to include the readings for that Sunday.
If you want to add something about the tear-off portion…add this to the end.
If you are new to the parish, fill out the tear off section and drop it in the collection basket.
A team is meeting to help form a Welcome Team to greet people and develop the processes for welcoming new families to the parish.  
Asking parishioners to turn and greet each other in the pews before Mass is under consideration.  We won’t be asking new members to stand and be welcomed after Mass as they may not appreciate the attention being drawn to them.
We are also asking about the possibility of praying the Preparation for Mass prayer by St. Thomas Aquinas at the back of the Breaking Bread Missal to help dispose parishioners more properly towards the Eucharist.  This is oriented at helping us grow in our awareness of what we are partaking of in the Mass and growing reverence in our hearts.
Formed.Org:
We are considering a possible sub-committee to support the promotion and organization of recommended content for the parish.  Some content has been established on the community page for Lent.
Dynamic Catholic:
We’ve received feedback from about 6 individuals on The Biggest Lie in the History of Christianity by Matthew Kelly distributed in the Christmas season.  It was all positive.
Retreats, Bible Studies, etc.
Called and Gifted – this retreat was held with about 90 people attending (25 from St. Michael).  Individual interviews are being conducted with those who wanted to continue with the discernment of their gifts which would be followed up by some workshops.
Ananias Leadership Training is a possible follow-up we can explore after Called and Gifted.
Lenten Retreat - Fr. Paul Dressler lead our Lenten Retreat March 10th, 11th and 12th.
Sunday March 10th a Lenten retreat soup luncheon will begin at 1:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall followed by the retreat at 2:00 pm and vespers at 4:00 pm.
Monday March 11th the Lenten retreat continues at 7:00 PM
Tuesday March 12th the Lenten retreat continues at 7:00 PM
Healing Ministry
We are considering a parish mission sometime in the Fall with Fr. Greg Bramlage with Missionaries of the New Evangelization to help foster healing and spiritual renewal in the parish.  https://mnehealing.org/about-events/#AboutHealingMinistry
Welcoming Ministry

